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Accommodation: A place that a large number of students live in during their time at
university. A lot of students starting university move into 'halls of residence' where they have
their own room and live alongside many other students.
Degree: A qualification awarded by a university. Different degrees have different names. For
example, a Bachelor of Arts (BA) can be studied for courses like English, History, Politics, Fine
Art and Teacher Education. A Bachelor of Science (BSc) can be studied for courses like Biology,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Psychology and Nursing.
Exam: A formal test to determine a student’s performance in different parts of their course.
These might also take the form of coursework or practical demonstrations.
Freshers: Another name for students in their first year of university.
Graduation: A special ceremony that a student goes to at the end of their time at university
to collect their degree.
Lecture: A type of lesson at university that can take place in front of 100 or more students in a
large room called a lecture theatre. They are taught by a lecturer who usually teaches at the
front of the lecture theatre, while students take notes.
Loan: Money that students use to pay for their studies and living costs while at university. A
loan needs to be paid back once a student is earning a certain amount of money.
Module: A unit or section of a course that focuses on a really specific subject.
Placement: Work experience that students take while they study. Students have to take
placements for more practical courses like nursing or teacher education, while other courses
offer them optionally.
Semester: Another word for a term. Like at school, a lot of universities divide the year into
three semesters - Christmas, Spring and Summer.
Society: A group or club at university where students come together with shared interests.
Societies may focus on sports like football and cricket, but also other hobbies like movies and
music.
Tutorial: A type of lesson with a small group of students and a lecturer to discuss a topic of
the course or go into more detail about a lecture. Also known as Seminars.

